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Impact of covid19 on the Medical Tourism in India

Dr Tamal Taru Roy. Associate Professor, Dept of Commerce
Debi Prasad Lahiri .Associate Professor, Dept of Economics
Naba Ballygunge Mahavidyalaya Kolkata

Introduction

The term Medical tourism 18 given to the phenomena of people travelling to another country
seeking medical treatment. Therefore, medical tourism in India essentially refers to patients
from other countries coming to India for their medical treatments, A growing number of
tourists are flocking to India for the superlative medical treatment that is being provided by
the skilled doctors. This has made India grow as a hub for the medical tourists every year.
The prime reason being the cost of medical treatment in India being cheaper when compared
1o Western Europe, North America and some Southeast Asian countries. India has been
getting a good revenue turnover from its medical tourism before covid 19 outbreak. The
NITIAYOG identified medical tourism as a major foreign exchange earner sector for India,
If we go by the records, we can see that the earnings were Rs.  1,35,193 crore in 2015, Rs,
1,54,146 crore in 2016 and Rs. 1,77 874 crore in 2017, According to a report by FICCI and
IMS Health- India had nearly 18% of the global medical tourism market. Every year,
thousands of people come to India for medical treatment. Generally, people mostly come
from Asian and African countries, A good proportion of people also come from USA, UK
and Australia, Statistical data suggests that in 2019 alone, about 697,453 foreign tourists
came to India for medical treatment. According to the Tourism Ministry, medical tourism in
India was valued at around $3 billion in 2015, and was expected to grow to $9 billion in 2020
before Covidl9 struck. The general pattern of choosing destinations, witnessed among
medical tourists arriving in the country, is that Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Bangalore,
Hyderabad and Kolkata remain their top priority. It is reported that Chennai draws in around
15 per cent of the incoming foreign patients while Kerala manages around 5 to 7 per cent,
When covid19 infection started in March 2020, the entire world got affected as nobody
expected such a thing to happen in this modern age. Every sector of the world economy was
affected adversely by this covid 19 outbreak. The health sectors of all the countries across the
globe were overwhelmed by this life threatening disease. As all the countries closed their
borders to prevent the spreading of infection, the international travel almost stopped. As
medical tourism is a combination of health care and international travel, this sector was
bound see rough weathers due to global lockdown of economies. Now after almost two years
of the covid 19 outbreak and the introduction of covid vaceinations, the economies of the
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